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The manager of Dhokraha Factory invited Gandhi to see his
plantation. On May 16 Gandhi visited Dhokraha accompanied by
Rajendra Prasad and Professor KLripalani.
Three hundred tenants met Gandhi in an orchard in the presence
of the manager and the subdivisional magistrate of Bettiah. The
manager introduced to Gandhi a cultivator who said: "All the
people are perfectly happy under the factory and they get all kinds
of advantage." Here the rest of the tenants began to shout, "This
man is a traitor; the sahib had tutored him."
Gandhi announced to the assembled tenants that he had been
informed by the manager that they had taken the hunda settlements
willingly and if they did not like the Derail land they were at liberty
to surrender it. No sooner had he said this than all the tenants
said in one voice, "We surrender the zerait lands, we don't want
them, let the sahib cultivate what he can on them."
The manager interrupted and indignantly shouted, "If they do
not like this I would make them grow indigo." Gandhi smiled and
said, "Just a minute ago you had said that hunda settlement had no
connection whatsoever with indigo and that by cultivating the
zerait lands you would be able to make more profit than you were
now getting. In those circumstances it is a matter both of profit and
good name to you if you take back these lands and release the
tenants from what they evidently consider to be a burden."
Boldly the tenants began to complain even against the subdivi-
sional magistrate. After the sahibs had left, Gandhi asked his assist-
ants to take down the names of those who wished to surrender their
hunda lands. The work was finished after many hours of labour and
Gandhi and his party reached Bettiah at about nine in the night.
Dhokraha and Loheria were two adjoining factories under the
same management. On May 17 the tenants from these factories came
to Bettiah to surrender their kunda lands. Gandhi wrote a letter to
the manager detailing all that had happened and sent the list of
tenants who wanted to surrender their lands. Within two days, about
500 ryots surrendered their lands with the crops standing on them.
There were several attempts on the part of the planters to create
trouble and hinder the inquiry work. On May 20 Gandhi stated:
"It is a well-known fact that the desire of the planters is that my
friends and I should not carry on our work. I ca^n only say that
nothing but physical force from the Government or an absolute